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1. Introduction

In the modern era, ttmronavirus pandemié has been the most shocking pandemic to the entire
world, including experts and scientists, since$panishinfluenzapandemica 100 years agdin
recent decades many scientists have arrogantly claimed that in the modern and technologic:
advanced world there will be no more global pandemics of this sort. However, we are discoverir
that with all of our sophisticatezstiencewe are still incaplale of preventing such outbreaks, nor
do we have the ability to effectivetyeat or preventhem, such that the rates of mortality and
morbidity are as severe as they were in similar pandemics in the ancient and medievaTtierld.
lends support to thiact that our world is ultimately controlled only by God.

This essay is being writtert ihe beginning of lya780 (April, 2020), as we are in the midst of a
global pandemic, whose final course we still cannot predict. The epidemiological data teat ser
as the background for this essay are correct as of the date of its writing, although the end of t
international disaster is stil long wayoff. Based on accumulated experience and predictive
modelswe unfortunately anticipate very large numbers.

The current numbers include:

Worldwide: About half of the world population is in quarantine or isolation; Approximately
3,000,000 have been infected; Apgimately 200,000 have died. The pandemic has spread to
more than 210 countries.

Israel: More than 5,000infected andll, approximately 120 on ventilators, and approximately
200 dead.

1 The World Health Organization of the United Nations has categorized Coronavirus as a Pandemic.

2l n Hebrew we Magdifed twhbi thi somsNegeb iiwom ¢ hemedmgs ,t
or knocked down. Therefore, in modern Hebrew a virts t r aNagfd at meladi ng a mi
| eads to &ageifgquot)b.r elank Enigl i sh we differentiate
infectious disease that temporarily infects many people, and a pandemic, which spreads even wider
impact an entire country or major segments of the entire world, and particularly large populations of peop
I n Enkdgeéifdh i synonymous with A@Apl ague oialfofvrobpan t
welto) , whi ch i s s ometlyanthebubomcipegue.ed t o speci fica
3 See below in this essay.

41t is interesting to note that due to the Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918, an article was written in tl
influenti al jour nal AScience, 0 (N.S. guddl simplyX L |
change the date and practically the exact descriptions were written then as are being described today du
the coronavirus pandemic.
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The coronavirus pandemic has caused a long list of Halakhic dilenonaes of which were dealt
with in previous pandemics and otherkigh are relatively nevandhave yet to banalyzedn
detail.

In this essay | will survey the history of pandemics in general and the coronavirus in particula
thehealthscience aspects of the coronavipandemicand the Halakhic issues that this pandemic

has given rise to.
2. Historical Background

a. Epidemics in the Past

Tanach: In the Bible there are many descriptions of epidemics, though they are limited to thi
Jewi sh peopl e, or s p e citleififth ofahe ber plagues whicbh onb :
impacted the Egyptians animals, and not pebphhen the spies entered the land of Israel, a
plague infected the leaders of the Canaanite people, an@dpémf the city were involved in
burying them’ The plague in the story of Korach in which 14,700 people died in addition to the
250 people directly connected to Kordcp4,000 people died in the plague of Baal Pebhe
plague in the days of King David, as a result of the sin of counting the nation, 70,000 peofle died
Many of the Philistines who took the Ark of God were stricken with hemorridf8isme say they
were stricken with Dysentery, which is an infectious illness of the digestive system that cause
diarrheal? and some say it was the Bubonic pladtig9,070 people of Beit Shemesh who died
because they saw the Ark of GHW185,000 soldiers of Ashued by Sancheriv,werekilled at
night® The rabbis dealt with this plagd®as didJosephus Flaviy€ and other scholar§,who

had different speculations as to the nature of that plague.

5> Exodus 9:37.

®The plague of the FirNegeborQEkedassb2res8erred

" Tanchuma, gelach,7.

8 Numbers 17:14.

9 Number 25:9.

10 Shmuel I 24:15. See also Yosef B. Matityakadmoniyut Ha'yehudiri, 324.

11 Shmuel | 5:9,12.

12 yosef B. Matityahu,Kadmoniyut Hayehudin2, 300. Dysentery is caused by bacteria, specifically
Shigella, and parasites, specifically Amoeba.

BEncyclopedia Ha'lvritl 1 Devei 6 87 1; S .Kdrotl:55,49%% ei m,

14 Shmuel 1 6:19

15Kings Il 19:35; Isaiah 37:36; See also Chronicles 32:21.

16 sanhedrin94b-95a;Megillah 31b; Shmot Rabbat8:5; Yalkut Shimonilsaiah 10:415.

17 Kadmoniyut Ha'yehudirg, 10 (1:21). Based on his description it seems that the plague was caused b
drinking contaminated water.

18 See S.Y. FeigerMystarei Haavar: Mechkam Ba'Mikra U'bHistoria Atika 5703, pg. 88ff; Z. Yavetz,
Toldot YisraePR, pg. 140ff; M. WholmanTekufat Yishayahu Ve'Chezyonotag. 267ff; D. YalinChikrei
Mikra: Beurim Chadashim Be'mikragYishayahu), pg. 91ff; N. RogeMeor, Ha'refuah 1999, 13650;

Y. Margolin,Ha'refuah 2000, 138:171. These scholars describe sudden fevers, earthquakes, fires, or stro
blasts of wind.
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I The expdee®siontfie Bibl e eerahly Rdudesihenedicallaiimerse r 7 u |
H of that nameé? though in general the intention in the Bible and Rabbinic literature is not about & H
L specific ailment, but a general title for any contagious ilffetisat causes death to many people ]

I inabrieftimeand cl ose | ocdewed ons Thas we yniageiidy mand . wi
i finegef 0O i
L It could be thatdetebei soirom bhet hactwotr daft (:Jer

ﬂ% of all the many casualties it causes. Some'dsdmat the source df h e  n adeaar Hdslem o &

U which is fulfilled in the sudden death of the victif. ]
U During the time of thiMishnahthere is a description of a plague in which 24,000af B i AK i v H 0s
i students were struck. Il
H In the ancient world there wereseveralworldwide pandemics, such as: at the time of the H
| Peloponnesian Wan the year 430 B.C.E., there waBabonicplague which killed a quarter of ]
L the Atheniansoldiers and a quarter of the civilian population. ]
l In the middle agesthere wereseriousplagues. For example, tildastinian epidemi the year ]
541, which killed close to 25 million people, which was about 13% of the world population at tha |

o
So

i time; The Black Death in the $4entury, which waapparently alsa Bubonicplague that began i
ﬂ% in Asia and traveled to Europe, and in the course of 6 years caused 25 million deaths in China, ¢ ‘TFI
[ another2€2 5 mi | | i on deaths in Europe, which was:’ a
U In the modern erathere have beeseveral serioupandemicg® For exanple, theseven cholera H

| epidemics’® with brief intervals between them, from 1816 until 1966. These epidemics occurrec |

| |

l d

I ]

l I

I ]

l I

I ]

5 A contagious illness caused by bacteria AYers .ni :

U% as rats, and passes to humans via flea bites. Thisis@aBed b oni ¢ pl ague. 0 l
20 SeeTargum OnkelgsDeuteronomy 28:21. And sééishnah TaaniB:4. J
21 R. Samson Raphael Hirsch, Exodus 9:3 1
2See furt herdeved sicru stshieo nBiobfl & a n EncReedia Hilkhatit Refijitt e r ‘ﬂt u
new edition, Vol. 4, pg 46312. i
23 Yevamob2b. :
24This plague caused one of the tragic chapters of Jevsiginh with blood libels, increased antisemitism, :‘
and pogroms against Jews. The Jews generally lived in closed communities, unlike the Christians w “
would gather in Churches during the plagues, which spread the disease. Further, the Jews were hygieni g,ﬂs

a result of ritual hand washing. It thus seemed to the Christians that fewer Jews died, which led to rumi |

o

Il
I
i
Il
i
I
i
Il
i
Il
i
Il
i
Il
I
H amongst the masses that Jews poisoned the wells with the intention of ridding the world of Christians.
Ho )
Il
i
I
i
I
i
Il
i
I
i
Il
i
Il
[

;
|
q

X

25 There is an interesting description of tllague in the Jewish ghetto of Rome in 1656 in the ltakr l
Ha'chaimby Rabbi, Doctor Yaakov Tzahalon 2:19. H
At that time some Jewi sh peoplraittieebreaviizlie di Itlhn %‘SV\SQ
iliness of the small intestines withagdrhea caused by the Vibrio Cholerae bacteria. It is usually the result
of fecaloral contact when someone gets infected by the bacteria in excrement or ingests contaminated fc
or drink.
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H in various parts of the worlgl;?® The Spanish fl,?® which began in 1918 and spread to almost alll }
H of the world. It lasted for about a year and a half and infected about a half a billion people, ar H
L killed about 50 million?° TheEbola virusspidemic which began in 1976 in Africa, and reemerged |
I every 23 years. It killed about 40% of everyone it infected; RI®S epidemi¢ which began in ]
l 1981 in Africa, and spread to the entire world. Estimates are that 27 million people have died : ]
far from this epidemicThe SARS virusepidemicwhich began in 2003 and &similar virus to

the coronavirus. ThRIERS outbreakwhich began in the Middle East in 2012, and spread to many
U nations. H

I b. The Coronavirus Pandemic Il

This pandemic began to spread in December 2019 in Wuhan, the capital of the Hubei provider H
of China. The theory is that this virus initially passed to humans from bats, snakes, and oth H
ﬂ% animals that are sold illegally in the Wuhan fish market, whereyratrer types of animals are H
ﬂ% sold in addition to fish.Some suspected that the origin of the Coronavirus was in@r@eriment H
H in theviral laboratory in Wuhan thatent out of control. H

s The first casén Israeloccurredon February 27, 2020.
[ 3. Medical Aspects ]

\
i The coronaviru¥ - COVID-19%% is a contagioutiarmful illness that is caused by the SARS

ﬂ% CoV-2 virus® from the coronavirus family. It seems to have originated in animals, but it spread:s H
“’f’ from person to person. H

l The symptoms of the iliness drke the symptoms of the flu, including fever, cough, respiratory H
i problems such as shortness of breath and difficbteathing, and some cases have led to ‘
L pneumoniakidney insufficiercy, and even death. Symptoms can include digestive problems H
(diarrhea and stomach pains), muscle pain, and temporary loss of smell and taste. ‘

1
L The percentage of critically ill patientshey require a ventilator is about 10%, and approximately \
L 15-20% survive after being on the ventilator. H

Il
Il
H \
H \
i
H 2" These epidemics led to many more halakhic discussions thanepidemics. See the summary of the
H issues in Zimmels HMagicians, Theologians and Doctois Goldston & Son, 1952.
H 28 R. Akiva Eiger was the Rav in Pozen during the second cholera epidemics from8382%nd he ‘
| organized life cycle based tralakhah These were published in thetters of R Akiva Eigefetters 71 \
I 73. Letter 71 was also published in some editions of the novella of R Akiva Eigéedamim59a. See \
[ below in the halakhic section of this essay. \
ﬂ° 29 Caused by a virulent strain of the HIN1 Influenza A virus. \
U 30 See the detailed description in Browinftuenza- The Hundred Year Hunt to Cure the Deadliest Disease ‘
; in History. Simon & Schuster, 2020 ‘
H 311t is called coronavirus because it looks like axstavhen viewed in a microscope.

H 321t is called Corona Virus Disead® because it began to spread at the end of 2019. ‘
H 33 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Corona Virus 2.
Il

i

Il

[

5 \
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The average international death rate 4498, but it varies based on the age of the patignt
geographical location and based on the quality of thel loealthcare to provide advanced care
There is a higher mortality rate in thasko have significant preexisting conditicarsd those with
reducedperformance scores

The virus passes from person to person Vvi a
can also be transmittirfgom indirect contact, whea carrier othe virus touchsan object, and a
healthy person touches that objéxtcan also become ie€ted.

The incubation period of the virus in a person who does not appear to be symptomatic can va
The median is 5 days, though about 97% can develop symptoms until 11 daysahhiee
anywhere from 214 days, and sometimes even more. During this &rperson who is infected
can infect others even if they are not at all symptomatic.

Diagnosis of the disease is carried out by taking a sample from the person infected. The sam
can be bodily fluids from respiratory tissues, such as mucus or phdefpom areas of the upper
respiratory tract such as nose or throat mucus. The samples are collected with a sterile swab wt
is tested and can produce a result in a relatively short 8er@logical tests (IgG and IgM) are
being developedvhich will enabé to know if the person was infected in the past and recqvered
or if he is at the active phase of the infection, or that he was not infected at all.

At the time of this publicatiorhere is still no vaccine for the coronavirus, but the hope is that it
will be developedoonand with that it will be possible to overcome this pandemic.

Similarly, there is no effective treatment yéariousexperimentaimedications are ctently being
tested, though we are still uncertain as to how effective they will be. Amongst them asieaanti
and antimalaria formulations.

Currently the only way to effectively deal with the coronavirus is to prevent its spread. To do s
requires various strateggs, some of which are obligatory in some countries.

Amongst the many strategies, we can specify: proper hand hygiene, including washing with wai
and soap, or using alcohol based hand sanitizers; proper hygiene for coughing and sneezing
theinside® oneds el bow and not i nt qsodiahdstaniagim ¢
various ways: remaining at least 6 feet apart from others, avoiding hand shaking, hugging
kissing, avoiding gatherings of more than 10 people, or ideally less thaanthavith proper
distancing between each perséiso important is the use of mastes cover the nose and the
mouth One who finds thate isinfected with thevirus orhas been in direct contact with someone
who is, must quarantine in a room, house pprapriate medical facility. In areas with significant
spread of the virus some require complstaation of all citizens. All countries infected with the
coronavirus have also restricted travel to and from other countries.

The coronavirus has caused severe economic damage to individuals, communities, farmers, .
countries, as well as a significant drop in stock markets and rise in unemployment rates. Due
the social isolatioandquarantinesarious aspects of the econoimve been shut down, including
tourism, aviation, shops, commercial and industrial businesses, institutions apdofin In

t
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someinstancesthe number oemployees has been reduced to only32@ of their previous
workforce, with the rest being laidfadr put on leave with no pay.

Similarly, many international, national and local events have been cancelled, such as internatiol
conferencesas well as celebrations, cultural and sporting events. Religious events have also be
significantly impactedisch as communal prayer, study in religious schools, Bar and Bat Mitzvah
celebrations, weddings, funerals, and holiday gatherings.

& & &
4. Specific rulings and Halakhot

a. General behavior and the obligation to listen to government and healtauthorities
i. According to the Talmud, one should flee a city when there is a ptAgue.

The poskimwrite thatthe halakhah advisesoneto flee at the beginning of a plague, but if the
pl ague has already spread i t®Oneposdhaitesthatithose o t
who have already been stricken with the illness, or who are able to help others with necessi
services, shuld not flee the city during a plaggfe.

Indeed, the instruction during the coronavirus has been to stay at home and not leave at all, i
certainly not to go to other places.

ii. All residents are obligated to conduct themselves in accordance witnddtieal
authorities during a pandemic, in accordance with the details of that infectious diseas
and the medical knowledge of aedime and placelhis halakhahderives from the
obligation to Aguard oneds soulod aanndd t
rul ecsh ari riia s a k a apkdacliméfesgausr aw erédé® aaschaki i
| 6acbr adiegnd do.nmallcth whibal Hashenp o aamd out si
al so a conceival ®ifncaupeoamgl! & wiedading thea y
disease.

Respons&ashbash195 states:

During a plague one must be exceedingly careful, especially to wash themselves, not
eat excessively, and eat small amounts of food that are high quality, and rest a lot while

34 Bava Kamab0b. SeeMaharshathere; ResponsRashbash#195; Responsklaharil #41:1;Rema YD
116:5 (See the introduction of tRemato his bookMechir Yayinon Megillat Esther where he writes that
he fled from his home town of Krakow to Shidlov because of pollution and illness in thélaggn
Avraham626:3. This advice was alreadywegn by the Prophet Jeremiah 21@. And sediur Hagra YD
116:16;Torah TemimahDeuteronomy 32 (75). See furthéohar, Vayeiral13a;Sefer Chassidimt372;
Rabbeinu BachyeNumbers 16:21Yam shel shlomo, Bava Ka®26; Responsdera Emet#32. See also
Shelah, Shaar Ha'otiot, Dalet, Derech EratedlMagen Avrahan626:3 that this ruling applies primarily
to parents to flee with their children when there is a plague.

35 Responsaaharil #41;Yam Shel Shlomo Bava Kati26; Rema YDL16:5. See also Respori3arei
Moshe(Mizrachi)C H 0 &BL1.

%6 Yam Shel Shlomo Bava Kafi26.
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H avoiding strenuous work, avoiding frustration while increasing joy. All of thiant }
I extreme and not just little bit. ]

R. Akiva Eiger writes in lette#73:

L I have constantly warned that oneos eati;ﬂg
| orders them, and they should avoid everything lédtsehe distance of a bow shot, as ]

l if they are forbidden foods, and not violate the c t ooder$ esven a tad. One must J

l observe each and every one of their doct:Urﬁ
the morningwithout eating somethingnd the need to drink warm drinks. One who
i violatesthe doctorsor der s sins great | y gadol sakantd , S i ‘TF e
U moi saurpar t i @lacechdahggr toiomneelf andto others which could cause H

U a spread of the disease in the city, God forbid, and their sin will be too much*o bear H

l iii. Once itturned out that in areas of high concentrations of-Olttlaodox Jews in Israel, ]
the United States, and England, that they represented a very high percentage of t
i population of those infected, virtually all of the rabbinic authorities publiciaed H
H necessity to follow all requirement$ the medical experts and the health authorities H
U such as closing down the yeshivahs, praying alone at home, significantly decreasir H
| participation in weddings, circumcisions, funerals etc. Some of them evematlexd H
H have small minyanim in outdoor areas while others ruled that they may continue a H
| long as the healtluthoritiespermit outdoor gatherings with 6 feet between each
L person, though once even that became forbidden they said one may only pray alor ]
l All communal gatherings have been suspended, even gatherings for a mitzvah d
celebration. All the rabbinic authorities froatl the different communities required
i their communities to obey every detail of the medical professionals and governmer i
i authoritiesto the last detalil ¥

L Indeed, virtuallyall the rabbis unanimously stated that everyone must fahewnedicafuidance ]

I T AOne must follow the medical directivesiﬂ a
p e o plives Wit something for which there even a remote doubf dangerfor you or }
for others. It is strictly prohibited to try to outsmart the medical guidel@esmira Sakanta ]
M6 i s.ThisrisRikuach Nefesa n € hia v L O60aaadhtisithnseaimajor sin to belittle J
these d¥rectives. o

T Aalt i's obvious that anyone who fears si
exception, and God forbid not to guard ourselves to the best of our ability with all rules o
hygiene and caution. Not only would this be abandoning oneself andngafay o u s h ﬂL I

|
|
|
37 Seelggrot Rabbi Akiva Eigett71 who required to follow the various behavioral recommendations of the
doctors at the time to be careful of the cold, to eat healthy food, to care for personal hygiene, to walk “
fresh air and avoid sadness. :
%L et t e rMintHa'meéitzarKardinu ognexd by all the rabbis of thHgadatzof the Eidah Ha'chareidit ]
under the | eadership of the Gao6avad"éNissanwesD.s s and
|
|
|
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guard your soul, 0 it could potentially I
sick, and God forbid to belittl® one of
AOne who sees peopl e b el authdritiedsoligatect@protest r e
and inform the authoriti eodef obdAoausiguiahids
andido not stand idly byo araee nalenencesanthis nt
matter¢*©

One must listen to the doctors, and if one belittles their directives thus endangering others
categoriodetd &4 @ani® causes another persor
medical guidance, they cdre considered intentional. It is permissible to ridicule one who
is required to quarantine but nevertheless leaves their home, and one may report one w
ignores the healthuthoritiesguideline to the government. One may also leave their phone
on duringShabbat in case doctors need to reach them, and one may answer since it
potentially lifesaving'!

AOne should be extremely careful i n our
exactingly, and all of the heal#uthoritiesguidelines, and not deviate from them. One who
is required to be quarantined should not leave their home nor endaingez ol mustdelafe

my pain, anger and frustration about those who do not listen to the guidelines of the heal
authoritcesand under mine the rules of i sol at i
others, God forbid, and even kill them? Eveninadvee nt | y causing dea
removed caused, is considered murder, ev
considered accident al killind and its pu
Al have already pub Iniorcaf the libly dovah, that ghere is oo ,
halakhah in the world strong enough to override the rulings of the doctors and the healtt
authorities'guidelines which are intended to protect the community. Just the opposite
anyone who supports those who gatioeiorm a minyarf a | | i nt o ttodedcat
and they endanger humanity, and perhaps are even murtférers.

iv. Therefore, based on the guidance of the experts throughout the world that the best w
to prevent the spread of the virus is for the population to isolate themselves, even
that prevents communal prayer, Torah study -ticere is arobligation to carefully
observe expert medical guidance, and one may turn violators over to the authoritie
and it is permissible to require isolation on the population in order to protect the
community.

®¥Letter of Peldy¥erustmlbylin s i @fn efibf Nssan, 65780 by &reidman, R. Deutch,

R. Auerbach, R. Markovitch, R. Deutch, R. Ehrenberg.

40 |etter from the rabbis of Bnei Brok, R. Landau & R. Rosenblatt, dédted Missan 5780.

41 Response of R. Chaim Kanievski to questions he was asked. Publicizehmatiedipress.

42 Kuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corongpg 6 & #10.

43 The Chief Rabbi of Israel, tHeishon LetzionR. Yitzchak Yosef, in a letter dated™Rissan 5780.
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H v. It shouldbe pointed out that the idea that isolati is the ideal manner of preventing H
H the spread of disease is found in the Torah regardingdtmra** The rabbis already °
L recognized the great importance of isolation during a plague: ]

l The Sages taught: If there is plague in the city, gatheryouafeet, i t i s st at .d

| of you shall go out of the “®Amedniing scfy st . si
| my people, enter into your chambers, and shut your doors behini#®%and it says: J

L AOutside the sword wil |l .b*whatisthercasoafordhei n |t h
| additional verses: AAnd it says?0 And f
| night, but in the day the principle does not apply, Come andrche A Co me , m | p
I enter into your chambers, and shut you _  d

H this matter applies only where there is no fear inside, but where there is fear inside, ot H
I might think that when he goes out and sits among peogerieral company it is better, ]
i therefore, Come and hear: fOutside the wc
I This means that although there is terror in the chambers, outside the sword will bereav |
i so it is safer to remain indoors. At a timeesfthere was a plague, Rava would close the
i windows of his househas asome up wmtete@wr Wi
L We thus see that the Torah and mbbis preceded the current medical world understanding that ]
l isolation and quarantine are tideal methods of preventing the spread of contagious disease. ]
vi. One is allowed and required to report one who ignoreksehihauthoritiesregarding

i quarantine requirements, spopg communal prayer anavoidingsocial gathering®’ I
l b. Def i ni Mageifad of d

| i. The rabbi mageif@fiased a i ]
l fiWhat is considered a plague of pestilence? If a city that sends out five hundred J
i infantrymen, and three dead are taken out of it on three consecutive days, this is a
i plague of pestilence. If the deathrattis wer t han that % this is *=no

i ii. The Rambam rules, )

l iwhat constitutes a plague? When three p .op
that has 500 inhabitants, this is considered a plague. If this many people die on one d
day or on four dayst is not considered a plague. If a city has 1000 inhabitants and six
people die on three consecutive days, it is considered a plague. If this many people die :
on one day or on four days, it is not considered a plague. Similarly, this ratio should “

Il

Il

Il

I

Il

I

Il

I

Il

I

Il

I

I ‘
L “ eviticus 13:4ff aboumetzora Number 12:15 about Miriam; Kings Il 15:5 and Chronid¢le&6:23 about H
| Uzia. |
L !
I 45 Exodus 12:22. l
H 4®|saiah 26:20 i
- 4"Deuteronomy 32:25 -
H “8BavaKama60b.
H 49 Ruling of Rav Chaim Kanievsky quoted abol&ntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Coronal2(7). p
I 0 Taanit19a. .
Il

I

Il

I

I
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be followed for all cities. Women, children, and older men who no longer work are not
included in the census in this context. 0

One of the greatestcharonimwrites:

AThe principle is that only whidhewapedtti lae
specific illness, but that three people died on three consecutivenaanes than the

usual which proved that the disease had strengthened and the air had changed, as
written in thebeit yosef#5 7 6 . I ndeed t he cdhdlitadbe §6shwkeer a
once it hasppeared in some people we recognize that the air has been damaged, even

if not many people have died, but since many people become ill we see that the air has
changed and damaged., 8seems that if many people get sick from that illness, we

can estabh that it has arriveth?

c. Prayers, fasts, charity yeshivot

In addition to disciplined behavior in accordance with all medical guidelines and
accepted medical treatments whatever existi one should pray with special
intensity®3 and prayer during greatagedies are a biblical obligation according to all
poskim®* In particular one should recite, with heart and soul, the section from the
Tor ah kattret kgami © which is a charm to re
Some adviseh ddi ng pr ayainssmalkeinw ¢ h p ast wihhold a r |
plague from Your heritage; And s B-lyraclug shimcha, afieinu Hashem
anei nu, @éd° Asdhrecifing tha sacrifices, even for one who normally
doesnodot Say i nlyenkjpper kdtad p r a yeeev msh ohodesh
Saying chapterof psaims®®Sayingon Mondays awnwdhdhboaaclhias
the shemone esrgrayer out loud in tears, and réacg e v er y d ashombre f ¢

51 RambamTaaniot2:5; Shulchan Aruch O1376:2.

52 Responsivrei Malkiel 2 #90.

58 SeeTaanit21ab, Rambam, Taanid:1, 56; Shulchan Aruch O1376:1-3.

54 There is a dispute among tRéshonimwhether praying at least once a day is a biblical obligatitis

is the opinion of Rambam iSefer Ha'mitzvo#5 andTefillah 1:1, and othes, or it is only a rabbinical
obligationi this is the opinion of Ramban in Sefer Ha'mitzvot, there, and others, but even the Ramban the
wrote that the prayers during tragedies are a biblical obligation.

% SeePeirush Ha'sulanon the Zohai BereishitVay ei ra fvohenévaéphodoohbha?
Elijah said to me, at the time that plagues happen to people, a covenant is established, and an announce
goes out to all of the heavenly hosts, that if God's children gather in the synagogues esdhstusly in
Israel and say with heart and soul the topiketbret ha'saminthe Jews will be able to cancel the plague
from them. SeéMidrash Ne'elaml, 100b. See alsmidrash Tanchuma, tetzavéald, and at length in
Ma' avar Y ahbadkke,t #3r S=a betters of R Akiva Eiger #7Aruch Ha'shulchan O176:9.

%6 etters of R Akiva Eiger, there.

>"Yalkut Yosef, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch QI29.

%8 Specifically chapters 3, 8, 20, 91, 130. See letters of R. Akiva Eiger, there, on recting psgeneral.

11

&0
o‘
5



I THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC RABBI PROF. AVRAHAM STEINBERG, MD ”

Il |
. ‘
I ]
I yisraeb t yeld ratdom b ed aow shebashamayin t h a't i's saic |
| reading>® |

Some have composed special prayers for the situation.

L ii. When there is a plague in a city the inhabitants should fast and ¢ty Hotvever, ]
| nowadays, we do not fast during a pla§tBuring the coronavirus pandemic there is ]
l no medical indication that fasting would damage healthy people, or even those wh ]
I have the virus without symptoms. d
iv. One must increase charity and supporting the poor with food, medicine, medical bills
i because of he difficult economic situation during a pandefficDuring the i
U coronavirus one must do all they can to support those who are quarantined or isolate H
U with their basic needs, money or supporting their business, as a result of the difficu H
H economic situation for many people around the world. H
H v. Even though sidies have discontinued in the schools yeshivot the parents should H
| not request that their tuition money be returned to them for the time in which there wa
l no class, since that will cause a collapse of the educational institutions, and th J

U% remainderb t he Jewi sh people s®Boul dnot cor:LHit

vi. Similarly, one who has reserved a vacation in a hotel for the Jewish holidays, and he
I paid a deposit but the reservation had to be cancelled due to the pandemic, should i
U beyond the letter of the lammd compromise with the organizer of the vacation and the H
H hotel and not request that thi# the money from the deposit thahasalreadybeen H
L spent be returned, both as charity and kindffess. 1

l, d. Sel-endangerment of healthcare providers doctors,nurses, laboratory personnel and .
I technicians J
- i. Anyone who can save another personés
i not st arftHowedet, mostaythorities have ruled that one is not obligated to H
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U %% Respons&hatam Sofer, Likutim, Kovetz teshu#t

U 80 Taanit19a;Rambam Taanid:2; Shulchan Aruch OB76:2; See Respon&ashbas#360.

: 1 Magen Avrahany76:2;Mishnah Berurahthere #2. And this is how the great rabbis behaved gitiiz i
H cholera epidemi¢ see further. :
y 62 etters of R Akiva Eiger #73. d
I 8 Rulings of R. Hershel Schachter. Sewtps://www.kolcorona.com/raschachteofficial-pesakim H
I However, thedraeli Ministry of Health publicized that the schools will reimburse parents for educational |
I expenses that were not utilized. The Minister of Health, Rabbi Rafi Peretz announced: Parents will notp |
I for what they did not receive. Seéttps://www.rishon.news/2020/04/05/%d7%a2%d7%9c I
H %d7%a8%d7%a7%d7%aRd7%94%d7%aa%d7%ad%d7%a9%d7%98%d7%95%d7 %aa

i %d7%a0%d7%92%d7%99%d7%&&17%94%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0%d7%94 i
}} %0 7%95%0d7%a1%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a8%d7%aa%d Brdtd6ad%d7%9c/ -
}; 5 Rabbi Schachter, i. :
H 65 Leviticus 19:16. Se8anhedrin73a;RambamHilchot Rotzeach:14;Shulchan AruciC HO M 426 : 1 ‘\
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https://www.kolcorona.com/rav-schachter-official-pesakim
https://www.rishon.news/2020/04/05/%d7%a2%d7%9c-%d7%a8%d7%a7%d7%a2-%d7%94%d7%aa%d7%a4%d7%a9%d7%98%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%a0%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a3-%d7%94%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%95%d7%a1%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a8%d7%aa%d7%9d-%d7%a9%d7%9c/
https://www.rishon.news/2020/04/05/%d7%a2%d7%9c-%d7%a8%d7%a7%d7%a2-%d7%94%d7%aa%d7%a4%d7%a9%d7%98%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%a0%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a3-%d7%94%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%95%d7%a1%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a8%d7%aa%d7%9d-%d7%a9%d7%9c/
https://www.rishon.news/2020/04/05/%d7%a2%d7%9c-%d7%a8%d7%a7%d7%a2-%d7%94%d7%aa%d7%a4%d7%a9%d7%98%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%a0%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a3-%d7%94%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%95%d7%a1%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a8%d7%aa%d7%9d-%d7%a9%d7%9c/
https://www.rishon.news/2020/04/05/%d7%a2%d7%9c-%d7%a8%d7%a7%d7%a2-%d7%94%d7%aa%d7%a4%d7%a9%d7%98%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%a0%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a3-%d7%94%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%95%d7%a1%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a8%d7%aa%d7%9d-%d7%a9%d7%9c/
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H put themselves into possible dangepider to save someone e@&nfrom certain }
I danger®® 1
L ii. However, when it comes to healthcare professionals the ruling is different. Indeed |
l doctors and other essential healthcare providers are permitted to care for patients ey J
l if there is a concern thatendangers their life, and certainly according to all opinions J
there is no prohibition against entering a possible deiigérerefore, medical workers
ﬂ% may treat contagious coronavirus patients, but with the obligatory precautions for suc H
U interventions in order to be well protected. They must be especially careful about al H
U precautions to avoid contracting the disease. H
i Thewo ds of the rabbinic authorities shc ld
H rule when it comes to how much danger a person should engage in to save anott H
| person. Rather it is also based on the case and should be weighed carefully, but o
I shoudnopr ot ect themsel ves exc®Asdsaysanyone or .be
l who is overly careful for themselves at the expense of others will ultimately come tc J
experience that fa®. And not every distant pkoashmc e
i nefesh 6 and i f there Iis no possible conc v"ﬂrn
U this determination is given over to the wise and ex{ert. H
U iii. Part of the obligation to protect oneself is to wagroperly fitting facemask over H
U oneds nos do pevedtbecominginfacted or infecting others. This mask H
H must be sealed as well as possible. Many experts feel that a beard hampers the id \I
) protection of the mask. In such a sit at
| permissible manner) gmart ofpikuach nefesh! ]

2 e. Selfendangerment for experimental treatment or developing a vaccine
i i. The coronavirus is especially dangerous for the elderly, people witkxjsting H

i conditions angeople withdisabilities. At the time of the writing of this essay, there y
| is no effective medication for this illness, but investigations are underway to tesi |

Il

|

U %6 See atlengthinmybodka ' r ef uah ,vkl.abppy.&3ffac h a )
U 67 |ggeret R. Akiva Eigein the booklggerot Sofrim letter #30;Tzitz Eliezer8:15(1013) & 9:17(5); ‘I
: ResponsaShevet Ha'levB:251(7); R. Neuvirt, quoted iNishmat Avrahan{(2™ e d . ) CHOM 42 «: 2
: Shiurei To h46hRespanshchhtiAsher3:122. See alsblishmat Kol Cha2 CHO M # 4 «;

H Respons®&ema#19; ResponsRivrei YatzivC H 0 #¥9. “

| ®pitchei Te 4262Arach HaGhIGHAC HO M 4 Mighna¥ Berurat829:19. J
I ®Bava Metzi®83a;Shul chan A264lch CHoOM )
I 7 Pitchei Teshuvatthere. °
i
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Il
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Il

i

Il
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Il
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Il

[

3:130b;Ta'amei Ha'mitzvot, Kedoshim i n t he Ari Zal s opinion), al
However, the basiealakhahaccording to mogtoskimis that there is no prohibiton t o r emov e
in a permissible manner, and there is proof that such was the practice amongst great rabbis in Europe (
Shiurei BrachayD 181:7-9; Respons&hatam Sofe©OH #159), therefore it is obvious that in a lifesaving
situation it is corpletely permitted.

|
|
|
"L However, there is a major kabbalistiod ea t o keep oneds beard and n 't
y
|
|
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various treatmentfkegarding known medications for other illnesses, such as malaria
or other viral diseasésit is permissible for a patientith an intermediate or sewer
iliness, particularlyffor a patientwith one of the risk factors mentioned above, to take
part in such studies, as long lz&/sheprovides informed consent, anthe expected
benefitof the experimental medication clearly ewighs itsknown sideeffects But
regarding an entirely new medimmn that has never been tested, it is permissible for a
patient with an intermediate or severe illness to take part in such a study only if the
have been approvednd supervisedby all the governmentaland institutional
permission for researdtudiesIn all casesa coronavirus patient who is only mildly

ill with out risk factors, and certainli the patient is infected bthe virus buthas no
symptoms,is forbidden to endangehimself with the potential side effects of
experimental treatmenintil they are determined not to be dangerdus.

Saving multitudes of people from the coronavirus depends on discovering an effectiv
vaccine against the virub order to develop a vaccine people mussbijectedo
testng them, which is possible in two ways: Onéasandomize test subjects into two
groups- group A gets theaccine, while group B gets a placebo. Then the researchers
wait and see if more people from group B get sick than those in grolipthat
happensthen that is grovethat the vaccine is effective. Howeverwill take many
months before researchers get their and@eausehis kind of study depends upon
waiting for people to get naturally exposed to the viausl while waiting many people

will get sick and some will dié&n alternativevay is to initiate the study as described
above,n which some people are given an experimental vaccine and some &t not,
instead of waiting a very long period for natural infecteweryone in tls study is
deliberately exposed tworonaviruslin this way theesearchersancompare the two
group® the vaccimatedversus the contrdl after a relatively short period of time,
knowing that everybody was exposed to the viRes.such a studgnly young and
healthy volunteers with no risk factovall be recruited with their full informed
consent The question then becomes if it is permissible for a young healthy person tc
enter a possible danger in order to save many people from deathaldkhictopic

has been dealt with extensively by theskim’ The conclusion a§omeposkimis that

if the level of potential danger to the one trying save othgesydow, and the amount

of good they can do to save is great, they are obligated to take that eisietonto
some danger in order to save othfeosn certain danger based on Ado
by;0 while otherposkimrule thatthere is no obligation but it is permissible to do so
andit is considered to ba pious act? Based on the fact that the dmm of the
coronavirusinfection for young and healthy people very low, and the amount of

2 See at length on what is permitted and forbidden in terms of endangering oneself in seeking medi
treatment in my booka'refuah Ka'halakhahvol. 5, pgs. 65ff.

BSeeatlengthinma' r ef uah Wlaspysad3fa k h a h

"4 1bid. And see therevol. 6, pgs. 482ff, regarding living organ donation.
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H potential to do good is s@ry high, it is permissible to take part in such an experiment, }
I and it would be pious to do so. 1

l f. Communal Prayer (minyan), Nesiat Kapayimand Torah reading ]

ﬂ% I. It is dear and weltknown that prayer in synagogue wighminyanis a great and H
H importantmitzvah though it is only a rabbinic obligatidA However, it is also clear H
I and weltknown thatpikuach nefesbverrides the entire Torah other than the&or ]
H sins, and it certainly overrides communal prayer. Therefore, if the government H
| authorities opine that there is a risk of contagion as a refsattnemunal prayer, we ]
U% are obligated to listen to theff. DOU
l ii. During the first stages of the coronavirus pandemic in Israel the ministry of health sai ]
that it was permitted to pray in a synagogue with a smialyanof just 10 men, with -
H everyone staying at lsh2 meters away from each other. H
H Already R. Akiva Eiger had a good understanding of the need for social distancing during H
l pandemic,and for spacing between each congregant, and wrote as follows during the secon J

L cholera epidemié’ @
U filt is true thagathering in a small space is inappropriate, but it is possible to pray in H

U groups, each one very small, aboup&bple They should begin witthefirst light of I
U dayand then have another group, and each one should have a designated time to come H
H pray thee. The same faninchal®é and they should be carefubt to be cravded and H
H perhaps they should ask the policestervise so that if the number of congregants H
i will exceed 15 peoplthey should stop them, apiease let the authorities know that |
L | ordered you to behave in this weayAnd they should recite Tehillinand they should ]
| alsoprayforthe¢ he ki ng. o |
L )|

I He also wrote® I

~

l to fill half of the seats on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, such that next to every U
person there will be an empty seat. Therefordy half of the seats will be available »
on the High Holidays. Since evenyehas equal right to a seat, half widtgheir seats s
on the two days of Rosh Hashanah and the other half will get their seat on Yom Kippur, s
dayandnighh He goes o n shoaoldheldrailotteey beatweentthe vatioasy :

Il

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

H 1
! |
H s Rambam, Teffilal8:1 writes that one should not pray alone if he can pray with the community, and
L Shulchan Aruch OF0:8 writes that one should try to pray witlményanin a synagogudggrot Moshe ]
U% OH 2:27 & 3:7 is of the opinion that it is a complete obligation, buKseres Minchat Ashér Betekufat J
I

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

[

Corona,16:1 that it is not a complete obligation, but one should try hard to do it.

6 SeeOtzar Ha'chainby R. Dr. Yaakov Tzahalor2(19) about the plague in the Ghetto of Rome in 1656,
when there was a complete lockdown and they forbade opening the synagogues and prayeinyéih a 1‘
7 |ggeret R. Akiva Eige#71 -
®In the bookPesaki m VedTak an(Rabbi R .Gestatker'sdidion, &731) elanhagot :‘
VedTa,kW2z0not a
|

;
|
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H groups, and everyroup willreceive a carth special shapendthere wil be a military }
I guard placed at the entrance of the synagogue to allow in only those who have the ]
) apporporiate ticket for each day. A police officeill e assigned to oversee the |

| organization of the synagoguewil pfagmse wh |
L private houseninyanim but theywill haveto keepthe same spacing precautions there. ]

U lii. Afterwards, the ministry of health in Israel forlegatayer in synagogues, though they H
U still permitted small outdoominyanimof just 10menwith 2 meters between each. H
U Even though thdnalakhahis that a person should not pray in an open place, like a H
H field,”® nevertheless in a time of great need suchmague the rabbis allowed prayer H
L in an open place within the above paramet@tsthere are trees it is ideal to stand ]
| between them and préy. ]
l iv. After that, the authorities forba@ven praying in an open area, and required everyone J
to avoid all gatherings. During that time all the great rabbinic authorities ruled that
i everyone must listen to this guidance and pray dl6Smme wanted to continue H
H communal prayedespite the requineentfor everyondo bein their home i praying H
U at the same time standing on their balcony so they could see each othgosKine H
U disagree over whetherminyanin which everyone is not in the same house but can H
H see each other is consideredchmyansud that people could sagaddishand other H
) components that requirenainyan®® In any casgthis is only when there is no public ]
l area, or even a private walkway, separating between those pfaying. ]
l v. At a laterstage of the coronavirus pandermiwhen it was considered safe enough to J
go outi the authoritiesllowed praying outdoorf®r maximum 19menwhile keepng
" the social distanceThey also required everyone wear a facemaskThere is no &
I hindranceof praying this way, and evehe Chazan and the Kohanim are allowed to H
I keep the facemask as long as the voieesbe heartf ‘

L 9 Shulchan Aruch O190:5. SeéBerachot34b that praying outdoors is considered arrogant. a
U% 80 SeeMishnah Berurahthere #11, that everyone agrees that travelers may pray in a field, and it seems th H
a plague shouldbviously be the same. SKantres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Coronag20. )
81 Mishnah Berurahhere. }
82 Seelggrot MosheOH 3:7 that some people feel that they can pray better alone than with a group
nonetheless in normal circumstances they should stifl with a minyan However, in a situation of life ’
saving emergency, when there is an obligation to pray alone, one should certainly fkevenatin their &
prayer.
8 The Shulchan Aruchiules OH5 5 : 1Al the 10ieed to be in one place and the prayer leader with
them. 0 Based on that r ul iachgronimaheRishon Lefl8ionR. ¥ifzdhaki o n .
Yosef ruled thaGefardimdo not fulfill prayer with aninyanwhen everyone stands on thewn balcony. J

Berurah55:54, that this ruling of th8hulchanAruconl y appl i es when each pe ‘ﬂs o]

but if some see some othet®y can join for aminyan but only in a case of need, as state@laar \
Ha'tziyunthere #57. It seems therefore tAahkenaziman fulfill aminyanthis way. See Responstanchat &
Yitzchak? #44;Halichot ShlompTeffilah5:12; Minchat Asheii BetekufatCorona,#18
84 Pri MegadimOH #55,Ashel Avrahan#12. p
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H On the other hand, tli&i Chadashwrites in 55:13, and maracharonimfollow him including theMishnah }
|
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| 8 So ruled Rabbi Y. Zilberstein. .
i
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i
I
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H vi. Concerningthe hand washing of Kohanim by \i&m T the source of this custom is }
H the Zohaf® and itis so ruled in Shulchan Arud and Levi'imshouldnot degrade H
L this custon?® Someposkimruled that only one Levi should wash the hands of one |
l Kohen?®® whereas otheposkimjustified the Ashkenazi custom that several Levi'im ]
l wash the hands of one Koh®HThere are several other issues related to this custom:  «
should the Levi go out to wash the hands of the Kohen when he will thysalidsef
ﬂ% the blessings during the repetitionstiemone esrgcan a Levi go in front of a person H
ﬂ% who isin the middle ofshemone esreshould a Levi who is talmid chachanwash H
U the hands of a Kohen who is am ha'aretzand other$! So it seemsight thatduring H
U a plague it is preferable thaKohen wash his hands without.avi in order to avoid H
H close contact between them, or at léashinimize it to one Levi for one Ken. H
| vii. Those who pray alone at home should pray at the same time that their communit
l prays®? However, at the early stages of the coronavirus pandemic all communal praye ”
, became forbidden in all places, and there is thus no time of communal Jitages. ”
was, however, permanensmallminyanat the Kotel and iMa'arat Ha'machpelao
i one could hee coordinated with thosminyanim When there is nevay to such a H
ﬂ% coordinaion it is preferable to establishfixed time for prayer so thatch individual H
U praying alone will be coordinated with other individuals of his commdAity. H
i viii. One who needs to s&addishfor one who is deceased should lemishnafor the H
L elevation of their memor$# 1
) ix. At the time when the government permitted communal prayer with social distancing H
I the gabbaiand one who is called up to the Torah should wear facemasks over thei ”
l nose and mouths, and the one who getaligah may stand at a distance even if he H
“ w 0 nséethe letters of the Torah, and listen to the readidpwever, it is preferable
i thatthe one who gets aliyah should read himself his portipaven if he is ngbrecise ‘
U with the trops, as long as Ineads the words correctly andcarefulabout the end of H
H the verses. ‘
| 1
]

Il
I
I 8 Zohar,Parshat Nasd46b. See alsRikanati, Number§:2-3, who cites a source fromidrash Ruth \
I And seeBeit YoseDH #128. ‘
U 87 Shulchan Arucl®H 128:6. And se8hulchan Aruch Ha'rathere #10, andruch Ha'shulchanhere ‘
; #15.

}} 8 Responsdggerot MosheOH 4 #127. ‘
g 8 Respons&hevet Ha'kehatl #57, in the name of Rabbi Y.S. Elyashiv. ‘
I % Respons&hevet Ha'kehatthere. \
I 91 Magen Avrahani28:7;Mishnah Berurahthere 22; Responsghevet Ha'lev #47; Responsghraga \
[ Ha'meir8 #36; Responséeshuvot Ve'hanhag8t#48; Respons&zitz Eliezer5 #22 & 12 #7. \
ﬂ" 92 Shulchan Aruch OH0:9. And seddalichot Shlomo, Teffilak:18 andDevar Halakhalthere, thathis \
H ruling applies only if he intends to join a specific minyan, otherwise in big cities there are minyanir ° ‘
; throughout the day. So, too, ikeromei Sadeh, Berach6t ‘
H 9 Kuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corona#17.
H 94 Kuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corna, #22. ‘
H % Kuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corona#23. See his proofs there.
Il

i
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X. Torah reading on Shabbat, Mondays and Thursdays are only required in |
congregatioff, so when one is in isolation there is no requirement to read from the
Torah scroll, and one does rfatfill the obligation by reading from a printed Torah
book. But one must still read the weeklgrshatwice and in translation once. If the
community will be able to pray the following week, they can make updhghathat
they missed’

xi. Regarding making umissedTorah readingsirom the weeks in which there was no
minyan- there is a disagreement over whether on the first shabbat in mimganim
resume only the previous wegkarshashould be reacf or all theparshiyotthat were
missed®® In such a circumstancekohen is called for the firstliyah which consists
of the entire previous weeksirshaand the firsaliyaho f t h a parshgars khéns
everyone else will get the normadlyot of that week:°° However, ifthe Torah was not
read on a week that includievo parshiyot it is not made up on the next we@kand
if on the week when thainyanreturns to read the Torah is a week with paoshiyot
theparshathat was missed is not add®dOneposekuledthat during the coronavirus
pandemic, when we stopped attending synageduegetherfor many weeks due to
the danger, and ratued with specific limiting conditiongnd there is a concern that
we may eva have to stop attending synagogue again, then only thatsipeekha
should be readf® In any event, since there is a dispute among the paskianmatter
that is aregulation only, and since during apidemic there is a danger in gathering
together, it is preferable not to extend the prayer bynadding extrgarshiot

xii. Even though Torah study is equivalent to everything in its import&faad the world
is only sustained by the Torah learning of childf®nand the Torah protects and

9% Halichot Shlomo, Teffilah, Millu'in#17.

7 Shulchan AruciOH 135:1.

% Agudah, Megillah 3 #30;Maharam Mintz #85; Rema OH135:2; Magen Avrahanthere #4;Shaarei
Efraim7:9 & 39.

9 As implied byOhr Zaruah2, Hilkhot Shabba#45, as ruled bilyah Rabbali 35:2; Resposnislaharam

Shick OH#335 in the name of théhatam Sofewho testified that this is what R. Natan Adler dila,
tosefet maaseh ra¥34;Aruch Hasulchan OHL35:6;Chazon Islguoted inPe'er Ha'dor3 pg. 33.Chazon
Ovadia Shabba? pg. 332)Yalkut Yosef hilchot Kriat Ha'torapg. 20; Responddetzel Ha'chachma #7.
SeeMishnah Berurall35:7 who quotes both opinions.

100 Respons&’abia Ome® OH #28.

101 Responsévlaharam Mintz#85;Magen Avrahani35:4.

102 Mishnah Berural85:7.

103Unpublished responsum of R. Asher Weiss. His reason is that accor8ingacei Efrain%:39 the rules

of making upparshiyotis only if the community prayed together butfors®e r eason coul d
the Torah, but we do not make up Torah readings when the community did not gather at all; further, bas
on respons&hvut Yaako@ #6, we only make up Torah readings only when one week was missed, not it
it was many weeks.

104 Mishnah, Peali:1.

105 Shabbatl 19b.
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H saves®® but when damage is likely it is differet®f,and nothing stands in the way of }
H pikuach nefeshand therefore when it is clear that people gatheringtheg during a H
L plague causes contagion atahger for eachndividual, there is no choice but to close ]
U% the schools angeshivotand to learn Torah in other wa¥f$. gU

g. Ha'gomelBlessing

| I. One who was infected with the coronavirus and suffered fpo@umonia, and ]
H certainly one who was on a ventilgtors o bl i gat ehdigoted beé eists Hn o]
| after they recover. One who tested positivedmronavirus anguffered from minor ]
L fl u sympt oms d bagsnebblessing tieeg ard agenerallyehealthy ]
l persan. But if this is someone with prexisting conditions, they may be allowed to say ]
fhagomel & ®
ﬂ% i. One who i s obl ihageanekbissingput thexecs nonmyan caredo i H
H SO in a video gathering, such as zoom, becauseetpgrement for 10 to recite H
U fhagomeb i s not bec au that requires aisyann omedmduge, bota t "j’p r
U becausef publicizing the miracle, and so it is enough for everyone to witness it by H
i video110 Il
I ]
l h. Sabbath and Festivals J
l I. When government authorities require everyone to go with a facemask over their mout ]
and nose, and with gloves on their handsyrder to prevent contracting the virus, it -
i is permitted to do so in public on Shabbat even if there &@rng.!1! I
i’ ii. One may drive within a city on Shabbat f@stivals in order to make a public H
i announcement if there are people who may have been in caittactomeone who H
i tested positive for the virus. It is better to have someone who is not Jewish do this, bl |
H if that is impossible a Jew may do'it.It is also permissible, gsikuach nefeshfor H
L someone who has the coronavirus to be evacuated on Shaldbaiace in which ]
L persons with the coronavirus are being gathered in order to prevent infecting others. ]
iii. A patient who suffers from depression or anxiety who is undergmsnghological or U

psychiatric treatment, and complete quarantine without any relatives or friends ol J

]
d
|
106 Sotah21a. :‘
107 pesachingb. :‘
108 See Shai AgnorS e f er , S o, ivlordesdrilees thd ptague during the times of\Miladaral of ]

Prague's older brother, and the friend ofR@mai R. Chai m bor Be$eraHaehhim at H ho

yeshivower e cancel edé akethe dedirg phAbbayeandRdvatinew concen and figure ]
out the halakhot. H
109 Seekuntres Na'ot MordechgR. M. Gross)s hu ot | edeit tzara “
110 piskei coronaof R. Hershel Schachter. :
111 SeeKuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corona, % I
112 hid., #13. ]
|
|
J

Il
I
Il
Il
Il
Il
Il
I
Il
I
Il
i
Il
I
u
I I n those bad days when the plague ruled over 5 é
u
Il
I
Il
Il
Il
I
Il
I
u
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Shabbat and holidays could be detrimentdlisonental health thenif those treating ]
him are of the opinion that speaking on the telephone couldhigekituation, they H
may call relatives or their therapist in order to relibig@solation, ideally by deviating ]
from the normal mannét3 J
One may travel on Shabbat to the hospital with his wife who is going to give'Hirth, ]
even if he will not be permitted to stay in the hospital because of infection control
guidelines, and he majienreturn with a driver who is not Jewistv. ]
If an ambulance driver is called nomngently to take people home from the hospital to H
guarantine at home, if he knows tlmathe hospital there is a shortage and they must H
therefore discharge those who are less ill in order to make room for more setiousl H
patents and they candét be moved onthe daverot h Hr
may drive them home. It may even shfek do Je
pikuach nefesh o ]
Medical professionals caring for coronavirus patientgssimthoroughly cleanse J
themselves upon returning home in order to prevent infecting others. They may do s =
on Shabbat with cold water and on Festivals even with lukewarm Water. H
If medical professionals want to take blood frarpatient who was diagnosedth H
coronavirus and then recoveréd order to use theplasmacontainingantibodies to H
transfuse it into current coronavirus patients with the hopes that this will help therr H
overcome the illnesisone may travel to the hospital on Shabbatfastivals in order H
to give blood, though its better if they are driven both ways by a driver who is not
Jewish. ]
One of the symptoms of coronavirus is teeporaryloss of the ability to smell. In 1‘
that case one would not make the blessingbesamimduring Havdalah after *
Shabbat!’ If they are recitinghavdalahon behalf of theiyoungchildrenat the age ]
of chinuchwhod on 6t yet k now h q thenthey can angke théh e ‘TPI (
blessing orbesamimeven though they a rsradll it1*® Nevertheless, one wima n 6 t H

s mel | can an s wesaminbkessiegndaringdavdalahhaed it is not H

;
|
J

X

113 Rulings of R. Hershel Schachter. Skaps://www.kolcorona.com/raschachteofficial-pesakim ]

1140 n

t he

essence of the per missi oniseemybeokHacefudh o0 n

Tp s

Il

Il

i

|

|

U Ka b6 h a,lva. @,lp@ 256 #31.

: 115 Kuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corona#15.

H 116 Rulings of R. Hershel Schachter. Se&ps://www.kolcorona.com/raschachteofficial-pesakim -
H 117 Shulchan Aruch OR297:5; Respons&erumat Ha'deshen, Pesakim U'ktawg04. :‘
| 118 Shulchan Aruclhhere states that one can even say the blessing on behalf of adults who do not know hc ‘\
I to recite the blessing themselvasid Responsé&hvut Yaako®d #20 agreed However, mostacharonim J
I disagree with th&hulchan Aruclon this, as thlishnahBeruahsaysthere#13, that it can only be recited 1
i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

[

;
|
q

X

;
|
q

X

for young children for the sake of educating them, but not adults, even if they do not know how to recite
See respondladvazk #2321 who writes not to say the blessing and see dgahot R. Akiva Eigesays

onthisresponsunat the end of297. See at lengtfRespons&abia Omer4 OH#24. SedrRespons€helkat

Yo'avfirst edition,Ones#4. Also theMishnahBerurahthere#11 says this is referring to one who is unable :
to smellat allbut ResponsaialakhotKetanot2 #183 says this applies also to one who has a runny nose, :‘
even though that is just temporary, which is similar toGbeonasituation a
|

;
|
J

X

;
|
J

&
|
q

X

;
|
q

X
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H considered to be an interruptiemce it is part of thédavdalahservice and out of }
I respect for thenitzvah!'® ]
L ix. The panimmmifod t hsaidon $habbatwas intended to be said communally, |
l and thus one who prays alone does not s& it. ]

i. Passover
ﬂ% I. Itis customary for first born sons to fast on the day before Passover, but the practic H
U has become to celebrate the completioteafning a tractate of Talmud or joining H

U someone el sebds cel ebration, so that V\"jth
i from that fast. Il

H However, during the coronavirus pandemic since it became forbidden to gather, H

| especially one who is under quarantiadijrstborn must learn on his own and make ]

l his sy fin order to be exemptocompletena t 2
l Talmudic tractatehe can learn an order of tmsshnah or even learn just one tractate J

of mishnahin depth, or even a book ofetBible!?! However, with these books one
i can only exempt themselves and not oth&rs. H
ﬂ% During the coronavirus the chiggbmr &dlyb j"‘na
[ phone or other methods, in a case of Hééd. [

U ii. Sellingchametzan be done by signingranting permission to a rabbi by fax or email, H

H and in a case of great need when no other option exisgnsber the permission to H

) the rabbi itcan be granted tioim by phonet?* ]

U% One can also sethametwia websites of rabbis who sethametz gU

l iii. Someposkimruled that one should avoid burniogamteautside, and instead fulfill J
“ the commandment to destroy theihametzby breaking it into small pieces and
" flushing them down the toilét® It seems that this only true in a place where there &
I is a lockdown and it is forbidden to ‘T‘o
i place where many people gather together to burn ¢hametzBut in a place where y
| it is permissible to go outside a little bit,k@i in Israel where it is permissible to go I

I outside 100 meters from oneds chametw) i | ol
their own there doesndt seem to be an' | re

Il

Il

i

Il

i

|

|

i

H 119 Minchat Shlomo, Pesachipy. 298, seélalichot Shlomo, Mo'adir #16, inOrchot Halachan. 35. El
H 120 Rulings of R. Hershel Schachter. Se#ps://www.kolcorona.com/raschachtenfficial-pesakim See :

| therei n t he name of R. Y.D. Sol ov e idava $he'bekedushad s ai ¢ .t h
I 1210n all of this se®iskei Teshuvat70 #9, and the sources cited there. I§geot Moshe OHL #157 & 2
[ #12 who rules that even a book of the Bible is sufficient, but only if one learns it with the rabbinic
i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

i

Il

|

|
]
c omme nt ar iiskosinbg f atnhde nfot j ust any commentary.
122 Respons&abia Omerl OH #26. H
12330 too ruled R. Hershel Schachter &uohtres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corona#12(6). “
124 Ruling of the rabbis of thBadatzof the Eidah Ha'chareidiin Jerusalem, under Gaavad R. T. Weiss & :
Raavad R. M. Sternbuch. “
125Ruling of R. D. Feinstein, R. S. Kanetsky, and R. H. Schachter in the United States. H

|
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H iv. One who is in isolation and prays aldneome say they should n&citehallel during }
H the maariv prayers on the night of theeder'?® since that was established only for H
L communal prayet?’” and some say even an individual can rebadlel during the ]
| maarivprayers on the night of treeder!?® ]
l v. People who are in isolation, particularly elderly people whose families are required tc ]
avoid interacting with them physically in order to prevent them from being infected by

ﬂ% the virus, musstill do the Passovesederaloneaccording to all of its rule¥? H

ﬂ% vi The |halacemagnya at t he b é¢dgggadahs an\gs omartmcen(""ﬂwr
U hungry, come and eat, 0 but obviously ‘j’pb'

U while they are in isolation during a pandemic, but it should still be said because it refer H
H to remembering the times of the Temple when people wouidvited to join in the H
| Passover sacrificg® ]
L vii. One of the symptoms of the coronavirusemporaryloss of the sense of taste. One ]
l nevertheless still fulfills the requirement to eatzahon sedernight and recites the J
blessing on it, for one fulfills theequirement just by swallowingnatzah but since
i one does not fulfill the requirement to earror just by swallowing it without tasting i
U the bitterness, one must eat it without saying the bles¥ing. H
U viii. Theyizkorprayer can be said alone, withouhayan H

H j. Sefirat Ha'omer H
U i. The custom is to avoid listening to instrumental musien from tapeecorders. H
| However, during the coronavirus pandemic, when people are obligadtedgolated, J
3 if they are lonely, and especially if they are old and sick, and also children who find it =
difficult to stay a long period of time in isolatidnthere is room to be lenient on
ﬂ% listening to musidy taperecorders, and more so if they want to listen to singing H
i this can uplift the spirits of the lonely? And if he can be satisfied by listening to y

I 126 For those accustomed to dagllel, as explained iShulchan Aruci487:4. )
I 127 Bjur HagraOH 487:4. Seélefesh HarayR. Y.D. Soloveitchik), pg. 222. ]
U 128 Birchei Yose#87(8);Kaf Ha'chaim487:3942. ¥
I 129 This is very difficult from an emotionadocial perspective, and some rabbis permitted using
I K . . . . g - ) .

: technological methods of video in order to include elderly people with their families while they make thei #
H sedersUsing these technologies is forbidden also on falstiSome have suggested doing certain parts of
H thesederby video in the afternoon before the holiday begins, at which time there is no prohibition agains -
| using such technology, and in the times of the Temple the Passover sacrifice was broughtéttendba J
I sacrifice, before the holiday began. Just those parts eEttethat must take place at night would have to J
I be left to be done alone (R. Y. Bin Nun). ]
I 130 piksei coronaof R. Hershel Schachter. I
U 131 Kuntres Minchat Asheir Betekufat Corona#30, whois in doubt if themitzvahof maror has to be y
; fulfilled by eating, or that the taste of bitterness is an integral part of the mitzvah. Therefore, such pers: 4
H should not recite the blessing due to the doubt.
H 132 The basic prohibition of listening to instruntal music is not mentioned by thishonimand is not o
H mentioned by th&hulchan AruchBut theachronimhave ruled that it is a clear prohibition as part of the ;
Il
i
Il
[

22 °
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H music thatinspires a person but does not leéadlancing, or listening tohazanut }
H that is preferable, because this is permissible even in normal'fifiésesdeniencies H
L do not apply to health people who are not depressed désgiitéeing in isolation. ]
l ii. Regarding haircuts durirggefirat haomer, sinceduring the pandemic all haircut stores ]
l were closed and people were unable to get a haonaposeksays that in a case of ]
need one could change their custom and switch from practicing the mourning
ﬂ% observance untill a g b, and st&tromosh chodeslhyyar instead, and thus get a H
ﬂ% haircut after Passovét* arotherposeksays that the mourning practices duriagfirat H
U haomerare the same as those during the year of mourning for a p2rant! in such H
i a situation one can get a haircut as soon as others would make negative comme| |
I about their hait3® 1

I k. Rosh Hashanah ]
l i. Regarding prayers on Rosh Hashanah, R. Akiva Eigerites that tiey should be J
limited to only 5 hours, some of thayyutim should not be said at all, and the
i chazzaninshouldnot extend the prayers with their melodies. i
U ii. Everyoneis required to eat something before prayer, and anydme feels weak H
U sloul d go home I mmedi § ooshtvd Oendekiddushandreat A H
U a full meal, even though that normally constitutes an interruption between those shof H
L blaststekdyolee 6d me ]

l [.  Yom Kippur ]

2 m. R. Akiva Eiger wroté&® about prayer on Yom Kippuiay, that in the morning the
" selichotandpiyyutimshould not be said, aradl the prayers must be completed by 10 &
I am, and theall the synagogues should be closed. The singing and melodies should b H
i shortenedvith breaks between the prayers and resting. There were two doctors in thi °

Il

|

I mourning duringsefirat ha'omei’ seeAruch Ha'shulchait©H 493:2; Respondagerot MoshéOH 1#166 )
U & 3 #87; Responshlinchat Yitzchall #111; Responséechaveh Da'a® #30, and more. They also forbade °l
: vocal musid seeHalichot Shlomo Moadirth #11:14 and n. 53; Resporf3iaevet Ha'lew8 #127; Responsa &
H Tzitz Eliezen5 #33. However, in situations of illness and psychological difficulties there is no room to be
H strict. So ruled th&ishon Le'tziorRabbi Y. Yosef. And seelalichot Shlomahere pg. 54 that R. S.Z. o
| Auerbach ruled once to allow piano playing for a sicknaia in order to strengthen her spirits. J
I 133 Halichot Shlomo Moadirt #11:14 n. 22. |
I 1341ggot MosheOH 1 #159. ]
I 135 See the opinion of R. Y.D. Soloveitchik Mefesh Haraypg. 191. I
U 136 SeeRema YDB95:4 that the amount of time until one would make negative corsnenbnsidered )
; three months, andgrot mosherD 3 #156 that nowadays since we get haircuts more frequently the amount ¢
H of time is two months.
. 137 pesakim Ve'takanot R. Akiva Eiger, Hanhagot Ve'takatl. p
H 138 |bid. 4
I

i

Il

[
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H synagogue, and everyone had to consult withthemg ht away i f t he }
H and listen to whatever the doctors say about eating and drinking. H
L n. During a plague, if doctors say that fasting damagesehéadth, it is permitted for ]
l everyone to eat as much as they need, even on Yom Kifjpamd ths must be ]
l announced to inform the public not to fast. There is also noteeedke up the fast d
later 140
ﬂ% It is toldthat during theholera epidemic in 1848, R. Yisrael Salanter, the father of the H
ﬂ% Mussarmovement, ascended thenaand told everyone not to fast, and some say he H
[ himself ate in front of thert:! 142 I
i It is also toldthat during the epidemic in 1847 the Belzer Rebliabbi Shalom Il
H announced that anyone who feels very week should drink or eat as much as they ne H
| in order to strengthen their hedft. ]
L Someone else writes that the author of 8tedel U'mashivalso instructed his ]
l community in 1873 not to fast, both those who were ill and those who were healthy ]
and to eat only small@mountg h a shiua &'
i Similarly, whenRav Kook was the Ravfd@s e i mandl thescholera epidemic broke i
U out, he said to eat lightly (without explaining exactly what that meant) on Yom Kippur, H
U and he himself did that in thgynayjogue during communal prayers, and so the H
i community dd too4° Il
H However, some sathat it must be made known to generatiorsr it is a principle H
) that when an event happens three times it establishes legal valatty thousands ]
l and tens of thousands of men and women all fasted, thank God, on theYast of ]
l Kippur in the years 5599, 5609, and 5627 (1838, 1848 and 1866) throughout our entil J

l 139 Divrei Nechemia OHt40-41; Respons&haam Sofel6 #23; Respons@amatz OH#39. J
. 140 Responsdivrei Malkiel 3 #26. “
U% ¥R, Y.Y. Weiberg, the pupil of the pupil of R. Yisrael Salanter described this event in great detail in hi: H
I Respons&Seridei Eish4 pg. 289. See Responséitzpeh Aryeh2" edition C H 0 M45; Ha'moadim )
I B 6 Ha |, pgc 88;&amim Noraimby Shai Agnon, pg. 273akor Baruch2 #11. Some add that R. Y. }
I Salanterannounced that before Yom Kippur began he had every Jew swear not to eat a full amount fra ~
U the beginning of Yom Kippur until its end, so that the prohibition against eating would be because of tt ~
: oath, not because it was Yom Kippur, since one prohibitennot be placed on top of another, and thus 4
H they would all be biblically permitted to eat a half of an amocimatizi shiuj i see what Repson&avaz
H #11 writes about this. See alBenuat Ha'mussét, pg. 152ff. See al®R. Yisrael SlaanteiFtkes) pg. 183. o
! See Respondggerot MoshéOH 3 #91 that R. Yisrael Salanter commanded everyone, including those whao |
I were healthy, during the Cholera epidemic to e |
[ are more susceptible. See howevespgoasaMinchat Shlomd #31 (andHalichot Shlomo, Moadirgi, #5

ﬂ" n. 58), that there is testimony that R. Yisrael Salanter himself did not eat. |
U 142 There is also testimony that tidafetz Chaids f at her died in Vilna d i
; Simchat Toah two weeks after that Yom Kippur. i
H 143 Yamim Norainby Shai Agnon, pg. 273
H 144 Responsdlitzapeh Aryelthere. i
H 1451 e'shlosha Be'elypg. 9. .
Il

i

Il

[



I THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC RABBI PROF. AVRAHAM STEINBERG, MD ”

H land, and no evil (God forbid) befell them; and these events became known throughoi }
I almost the whole world at the tim&. 1
L There doesndét seem to actually be any |
l we have stated, we must distinguish between what the doctors think about a particul ]
l plague, if fasting will make matters worse, then anesteat on Yom Kippur, but if ]
not, they may not.
ﬂ% 0. Ifitis the type of pandemic that medical professionals do not think there is any benefi H
U to eating or drinking, then it is forbidden for healthy people not to fast on Yom Kippur. H
U Indeed as far as we kaw at the time of this publicatigthe coronavirus pandemic is H
U not dependent on eating or drinkjngp one who is healthy, or has only minor H
I symptoms, must fast’ 1

U% m. Purim OOU
l a. One who missed the Torah readingpafshat shekaligparah or ha'chodesttannot J
make it up latet?8
i b. Itis forbidden for someone who is quarantined or isolatettannot attend synagogue i
U or aminyanto leave their hous& hear the Torah reading parshat zachqgreven H
U though many authorities rule that it is a Toddiigation to hear it. H
i c. If the quarantine or isolation ends at Purim, one should intend to fulfill the mitzvah of |
H rememberingmalekwi t h 't he Tor ah r ead iwhidpis cefitedi Ar H
) on Purim;lf at that time one is still in isolation they carteind to fulfill the obligation ]
I with parshatki tetze ]
l d. Similarly, theyshouldread themegillahon Purim alone in their hous& J

I n. Immersion in the Mivkah i
l a. Regarding Men: It is strictly prohibited to immerse in thikvahduring a pandemic U
since it is a place where contagion can spread. Those accustomed to immerse befi A

t hey ©pr ay c a rkabifiby standing sirelér waten flowding from a shower “
for a fav minutes!®° i

Il
Il
Il
|
U 148Reishit Bikkurimpg. 33 quoted inHa'moadim B6 H a | 3 jpgh84. Responsaitzapeh Aryehthere 1
: quotes that theabbi of Vilna disagreed with R. Yisrael Salanter. $&steh Efrain#618,Elef Hamagen &
H Intro. SeeBiur Halacha6 1 8 : 1 e ncholel Bedai Chemed, i¥om Hakippuyid4), in the name of El
H R. D. C. Chazzan, who was thehief Rabbi of Jerusalem, regardirCholera epidemic of 1865, when he L
| did not allow the community to eat, but instructed them to redugaiythetim J
}OL 147 Kuntres Minchat Asher Betekufat Coronag3. 1
[ 148 ResponsdGinat Veradiml #36;Hagahot R Akiva Eiger OH85:1; Shaarei Efraim8:95; Mishnah }
I Berurah685:2. See alsBiskei Teshuva85:1. ]
U 149 See the introduction of tHeRemat o  h i MechioYaym i Megillat Esther who was forced to H
; |l eave his city of Krakow because of fdipol |suofed ‘}
H Purim with celebration to remove the grief.?d ‘
H 150 As ruled by theRemaOH 606:4, concerning Babinas a substitute to immersion in mikvah on the eve
H of Yom Kippur.
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